The relationship between calcitrophic hormones and blood pressure has been investigated in 583 elderly subjects who were untreated for hypertension. Univariate analysis demonstrated that serum parathyroid hormone, calcitriol, albumin and calcium were correlated significantly with mean blood pressure (r = +0.15, +0.10, +0.14 and +0.11, respectively), as were body mass index and age (r = +0.19 and +0.10, respectively). Parathyroid hormone also was correlated positively with both age and calcitriol (r = +0.34 and +0.15, respectively) and negatively with plasma calcium and albumin (r = \m=-\0.09and \m=-\0.09, respectively). Multivariate 
Alterations in calcium homeostasis may contribute to the pathogenesis of essential hypertension (1) . Evidence to support this hypothesis has come from two particular lines of research. The first has involved studies of the abnormalities of intracellular calcium in platelets and their relationship to blood pressure (2) . The second line of research has been to examine the effects of dietary calcium manipulation on blood pressure levels (3) . In recent years attention has shifted to the possible role of calcitrophic hormones in the pathogenesis of hyper¬ tension. Several reports have documented that both animal and human hypertension is accompanied by alterations in levels of parathyroid hormone (PTH), calcitriol and calcitonin (4) (5) (6) .
It is not clear from these studies whether high levels of PTH and calcitriol are a primary or secondary event.
One recent study has suggested that calcitrophic hormones participate directly in the hypertensive process (5) . These changes in hormone secretion might arise through a deficiency of dietary calcium, reduced intestinal absorption or increased urinary calcium excretion, which has been described pre¬ viously in hypertension (7) . An alternative possibility is that there may be a relationship between the agerelated changes in blood pressure and age-related changes in mineral metabolism, such as increased secretion of PTH (8, 9 (6) . The findings 
